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                                               Mrs S Antechinus 
                                               TPSSERV 
                                               Conduit Street 
                                               Upper Wallop 1111 
Hello dear, 

I got your name from a magazine for pen pals and from your advertisement I felt you 

are just the sort of person I should like to strike up a correspondence with - someone 

who hasn’t met me. Things are a little quiet here at The Perpetual Sisters of St Ennui 

Retirement Village in Upper Wallop, and given that half the residents have lost their 

teeth and the other half their minds, clear communication is a precious and rare     

commodity hereabouts I can tell you. 

My name is Queenie Antechinus and my late husband Spiros Antechinus was born on   

Katmos, a small island off mainland Greece where his family were peasant farmers. 

Spiros was full of stories about growing up there. Stories about how they were so poor 

they wove their own sandals out of navel lint, how they used to trim their toenails with 

their teeth for the protein, that sort of thing. There were no modern vehicles on       

Katmos, so donkeys were the only means of transport and were used to plough the 

fields. He said the asses on Katmos were known to be cranky and would sometimes lash 

out at each other with their hooves. He had many an adage from his days working in 

the fields such as ‘No one can ride your ass if you sit on it’, and ‘If your ass gets kicked, 

it behooves you to rest it for a while’. Spiros was a wise man and kind to animals. 

My own upbringing was different to Spiros’s, but in some ways the same. My home was 

in the Australian outback on a soldier settlement block held by my father. He worked 

the land and did odd jobs for other landholders in the area while my mother tended the 

home farm and did the housework – well – hut work. I was happy in Pongdongalong 

with my mother and father and 22 brothers and sisters until Dad dropped dead of  

overwork at 25. It was a sad day I can tell you, my father was well respected in the   

district. I was 9 years old, and I can still remember our priest, Father O’Dootell, saying 

that he didn’t think there was an orphanage big enough in Australia that could         

accommodate the fruits of Mum and Dad’s many labours. He was right, our parents 

did work hard, they were at it night and day. 

I do remember that my grandmother (who was a bit of a disciplinarian), with my    

spinster Aunt Bess in tow, came to stay after Dad died to ‘help Mum out – God knows 

she needs it’. They left just a day later saying ‘for the love of God, if they had wanted to 

visit a zoo, Taronga would have been closer and quieter’. Maybe it had  something to do 

with the mice, the snakes and the spiders that my brothers put in their beds, or perhaps  

(GLWRU¶V�1RWH��7KH�IROORZLQJ�OHWWHU�KDV�EHHQ�UHSURGXFHG�DV�UHFHLYHG��,I�DQ\RQH�FDQ�SRVVLEO\�VKHG�DQ\�OLJKW�
RQ�WKH�LGHQWLW\�RI�WKLV�FRUUHVSRQGHQW��RU�ZKR�WKLV�OHWWHU�LV�UHDOO\�PHDQW�IRU��WKDQN�\RX�DQG�PDNH�WKHP�VWRS� 



 

it was the bat that flew into Aunt Bess’s hair, causing her to jump up in a panic, flap 

her arms wildly around her head, run into the veranda post and knock herself out cold 

while we kids laughed like kookaburras. Whatever it was, Grandma did say as she was 

leaving that ‘a bigger pack of animals I hope never to meet’. 

I was just sixteen when I met Spiros at a charity event, The Pongdongalong Supper 

Dance for the Desperate Cocky. Spiros worked the mail run between Pongdongalong 

and Woolygatherings Station and I thought he was the most handsome man I had ever 

seen. He may have been shorter than every other man in the room by a good 36 inches 

and had hair hanging out over his collar, his teeth, belt and shoes, but if you ignored his 

squint he was very good looking. We danced all night and I knew I had fallen madly in 

love. The following morning he walked all the way from town to our house to meet Mum 

and ask for my hand in marriage. Mum took one look at him and said to me that now 

she knew for certain love is blind. We were married at the local Catholic church and 

Mum cried the whole time. We were blissfully happy together for seventy years. As       

Spiros said ‘marriage may be a word, but it can be a sentence as well’. 

Well my dear, the supper gong has just sounded here at the Village (and although 

grumpy old Mr. Jackson yells ‘idiot’ after anyone says ‘village’ and points at me, I will 

remain ladylike and not be provoked). Supper tonight is cod’s eyes stuffed with fish 

paste sauce (yum!), so I will leave you now with my best wishes and a promise to write 

again soon. 

Yours in(k!) friendship 

Mrs. Spiros (Queenie) Antechinus 
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